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FAITH, ALIVE!

INTRODUCTION:
James introduces himself to his readers with a simple, straightforward statement: James, a servant of God…. There are many things Scripture and early Church history and tradition tell us about him:


James, the Just: a title given to him in early Christian history


James, Camel Knees: a title given to him in early Christian 
history


James, whose wife may travel with him (I Cor 9:5-6)


James, to whom Peter reported on his release from prison 
(Acts 12:17)


James, to whom Paul came for wise counsel (Acts 21:18-26)


James, for 30 years the pastor of the first Christian church in 
Jerusalem 


James, presiding elder at the First Church Council (Acts 
15:13)


James, the brother of Jesus (Matt 13:55; Gal 1:19)

NO! To all of these—simply: James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ.
We must deal at the outset with the alleged controversy between the “faith” that Paul teaches and the “works” that James teaches. The current conflict is probably vestiges of historical tradition beginning with Martin Luther. We owe much to the work of God through his life. There are freedoms we enjoy that date to the posting of the 95 theses on the Castle Church door in Wittenberg, Germany. However, what was won in Martin Luther’s awakened understanding of The just shall live by faith (Hab 2:4; Gal 3:11; Heb 10:38), was in part lost when he decided that the Letter of James was heretical and should be removed form the Canon of Scripture.

The two statements, “The just shall live by faith” and “faith without works is as dead as a body without a spirit” are compatible. Let’s look briefly at the Record. Paul’s entire instruction to Titus follows the theme that those who have believed (faith) in God may concentrate upon a life of goodness (actions). (Titus 3:8) Peter emphasized that while our (faith) and hope might be centered in God (I Pet 1:21), we would go on doing all the good (actions) we can. (I Pet 4:19)


The opposing philosophies—motivations of our lives—are not faith/works, but FAITH motivated works/LAW motivated works! Paul deals clearly with this issue in his Letter to the Christians in Galatia. When he says, Plant your feet firmly, therefore, within the freedom that Christ has won for us, and do not let yourself be caught again in the shackles of slavery (Gal 5:1), we are free from the Law. We are not to be entrapped again in the thousands of Judiastic (or 21st Century Protestant) Laws. Paul was talking to a people who had come out of a religion that had 700+ rules just in regard to the Sabbath Day worship. (If you had a wooden tooth, you had to take it out on the Sabbath; else you would be carrying a “burden”.) By the time Christ appeared to set us free from the works of the Law, the Jews had amassed thousands of specific rules and regulations to govern every aspect of their lives. Now, our freedom from these rules allows us to live our whole life in the Spirit. (Gal 5:16) And we stand clear of the Law. (Gal 5:18) Several paragraphs later, he instructs, Let us not grow weary of doing good deeds (actions), for unless we throw in the towel (quit, loose faith), the ultimate harvest is assured. Let us then do good (actions) to all men as opportunity offers, especially to those who belong to the household of faith. (Gal 6:9-10)


So, also, when James declares that I can show you by my actions that I have faith as well (James 2:18), he is acknowledging that the foundation—the motivation—of his actions is his faith. And those actions are not “works of the Law”, but actions of love—the fruit of the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives. (Gal 5:22) In short, the good deeds that He beforehand planned for us to walk in (Eph 2:10) are to be motivated by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, as opposed to our works being motivated by the Law (whether Mosaic, Levitical OR 21st Century law)!


James concludes: Faith without works is as dead as a body without a spirit. (James 2:26)
Thus, with a broad stroke overview of that issue, let’s look at faith-motivated works:

FAITH, ALIVE!


1) 1:2-4 Faith faces (does not run away from) the trials of life…better than that…trials strengthen, prove, test, our faith. 


2) 1:5-8 Faith motivates us to ask with assurance that God will provide his wisdom in any and every situation in life.


3) 1:9-11 Faith allows us to rejoice whether we are poor or rich. 


4) 1:12 Faith believes there will be a crown of righteousness awaiting those who endure temptations.


5) 1:13-16 Faith understands the source of temptation. Faith will not allow us to consent to our lust and slide down that slippery slope into sin. 


6) 1:17 Faith believes that every good gift comes from the Father. (Deut 8:17-18)


7) 1:18 Faith believes in the creative genius of God.


8) 1:19 Faith motivates us to listen more than speak. 


9) 1:20 Faith controls our wrath. We deal with it. (Eph 4:26,31)


10) 1:21 Faith in Christ is the salvation of our soul.


11) 1:22-25 Faith obeys the Word. It will not allow us to be only hearers of the Word; faith produces doers of the Word.


12) 1:26 If we do not bridle our tongue, we are deceived and our religion (faith in Christ) is useless.


13) 1:27 Faith visits orphans and widows in their distress.


14) 2:1-13 Faith harbors no prejudice. Faith and favoritism cannot coexist. (Tacuna story)


15) 2:14-26 Faith displays itself through works. Faith is more than mere words—we respond to a co-worker, “Yes, I will pray for you.” And then we just carry on with our conversation; it is more than knowledge of the Word​—we “know” all of the commands of the Word, but we fail to “Love our neighbor as our self.” Faith is demonstrated by obedience to the Word.


16) 3:20-12 Faith controls our tongue. Such a small member of our body, but when not under the control of our faith in Jesus Christ, what havoc it can produce. Gossip, slander, backbiting, arguing, party spirit, sowing discord among the brethren (One of seven abominations to God). (Pro 6:19)


17) 3:13-18 Faith acts wisely. It motivates us to use the wisdom of God rather than the wisdom of this world. 


18) 4:1-10 Faith produces submission to God, the motivation and ability to resist the devil and the freedom to humbly come close to God, and the assurance of Him coming close to us.


19) 4:11 Faith does not speak evil or judge our brother.


20) 4:13-16 Faith rests assured that our “tomorrows” are in His hands and we say, “The Lord’s will be done.” Faith allows us to listen to the Voice behind us saying, “This is the way. Walk in it, when we would turn to the left or to the right.” (Isa 30:21)


21) 4:17 Faith will keep us from sins of omission and will motivate us to know to do good and do it!


22) 5:1-6 Faith will not cheat those who work for us, but will be a wise steward of riches entrusted to us.


23) 5:7-11 Faith waits patiently for the coming of the Lord. (“Rapture rush!”) (“I don’t want the Lord to come back!”)


24) 5:12 Faith keeps us from oaths. Jephthan/daughter (Judges 11) By God, Jupiter, heaven—euphemisms.


25) 5:12 Faith helps us make clear decisions. “I said ‘maybe’! And that’s final!”  Paul once said, “Do you think that my ‘yes’ is ‘no’ and my ‘no’ a ‘yes’? He was being accused of vacillating in his decisions. Now, if in our haste, we say “NO!” when we should have said, “YES”—that’s different.


26) 5:13-15 Faith calls for the elders of the Church in time of sickness.  (Byron, at 2 years old)


27) 5:16 Faith allows us to form an accountability group. (Peru)


28) 5:19-20 Faith speaks the truth in love to a friend we see in error.

Hebrews Hall of Faith (Heb 11)

Faith is the substance of things hoped for.

Faith is the evidence of things not seen.

By faith…they DID… By faith…they DID… By faith…they DID… By faith…they DID… By faith…they DID… By faith…they DID… 

Therefore, we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses (surrounded by such a huge grandstand full of witnesses), let us lay aside every weight and the sin that so easily ensnares us, and run the race with patience and endurance. (Heb 12:1)
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